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2024 SCJFL March Middle School Debate Only
Congress Docket - Legislation #1

A Bill to Promote Renewable Energy in Public Schools

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:
SECTION 1. All public middle schools in the United States shall
install and utilize renewable energy sources, such as solar
panels or wind turbines, to meet at least 50% of their energy
needs by FY 2026.
SECTION 2. The term "renewable energy sources" refers to energy
sources that are replenished naturally on a human timescale,
including but not limited to solar, wind, hydroelectric, and
geothermal power.
SECTION 3. The Department of Education, in collaboration with
the Department of Energy, will oversee the enforcement of this
policy through the allocation of grants, regular inspections,
and progress monitoring.
A. Schools may apply for federal grants to cover the
initial costs of installation.
B. Schools failing to meet the 50% requirement by FY 2026
will be subject to penalties, including reduced federal
funding.
SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on July 1, 2025.
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared

null and void.
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A Resolution to Increase Federal Funding for Mental

Health Services to Address the Mental Health Crisis

WHEREAS, The United States is facing a significant mental
health crisis, with increasing rates of depression, anxiety,
and other mental health disorders; and

WHEREAS, The current levels of federal funding are
insufficient to meet the growing demand for mental health
services, leading to a lack of accessible care for many
Americans; and

WHEREAS, The inadequacy of mental health services contributes
to escalated rates of homelessness, incarceration, and
emergency room visits, burdening other sectors of public
service; and

WHEREAS, Stigma and misunderstanding surrounding mental
health issues continue to hinder individuals from seeking the
help they need, exacerbating the public health crisis; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled increase federal
funding for mental health services to ensure comprehensive
coverage, accessibility, and support for all Americans in
need; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That such funding should support the
expansion of mental health facilities, training for mental
health professionals, and public awareness campaigns to

reduce stigma and promote mental wellness.
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A Bill to Expand Public Transportation Networks

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1. To reduce traffic congestion and carbon emissions,
federal funding will be increased by 25% for the expansion of
public transportation networks in cities across the United
States by FY 2026.

SECTION 2. "Public transportation networks" refer to
transportation systems available for use by the general
public, including buses, trains, subways, and trams.

SECTION 3. The Department of Transportation will oversee the
allocation of funds and monitor the development and expansion
projects.

A. Cities must submit detailed plans and progress reports to
qualify for the increased funding.

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on July 1, 2025.
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby

declared null and void.
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A Bill to Promote Nationwide Tree Planting Initiatives

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1. A national initiative shall be established to
plant 100 million trees across the United States by FY 2030
to combat climate change and improve air quality.

SECTION 2. "Tree planting initiatives" include organized
efforts to plant trees in urban, suburban, and rural areas,
prioritizing native species and biodiversity.

SECTION 3. The Department of Agriculture, in collaboration
with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), will
coordinate the initiative, partnering with local
governments, nonprofits, and community groups.

A. Participating organizations can receive federal grants
and resources to support their tree planting efforts.
SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on July 1,
2025. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby

declared null and void.
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A Bill to Improve Internet Access in Rural Areas

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1. To bridge the digital divide, broadband internet
access will be expanded to 95% of rural households in the
United States by FY 2026, ensuring high-speed connections.
SECTION 2. "Rural households" are defined as homes located in
areas classified as rural by the United States Census Bureau,
which currently lack access to broadband internet as defined
by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).

SECTION 3. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will
oversee this expansion, working with internet service
providers to extend infrastructure and services.

A. Providers participating in the expansion will receive tax
incentives and federal subsidies.

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on July 1, 2025.
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby

declared null and void.



